
 

A Grange is a grassroots, non-partisan, 

nonsectarian, fraternal organization with roots 

in agriculture. The Middletown Grange Fair 

started in 1948 as a project to participate in a 

national contest sponsored by the Farm 

Journal magazine to attempt to raise 300 

bushels per acre. The first fair exhibited farm 

machinery, supplies, automotive, as well as 

household goods.  

The Middletown Grange Fair is back this year 

after taking a hiatus due to COVID-19. The fair 

will boast amusement rides, live music, farm 

animals, artwork, contests, games, shopping, 

food, 

entertainment, 

and much 

more.  

Stop by the 

Bucks County 

Government 

tent to learn about the Bucks County Planning 

Commission and what we have in store for the 

Bucks2040 comprehensive plan update! 

 

FROM  THE  D IRECTOR ’S  DESK  
Greetings! This edition of the 

newsletter has expanded to three 

pages! We have a lot to share in 

this edition and are excited to 

feature our summer intern, Eric 

Harris.  The pandemic had put a 

damper on our intern program, but we are 

thrilled to be able to return to this practice! The 

BCPC is proud of our long standing history of 

providing internships and mentoring for 

emerging planning professionals.  

We are also excited to be returning to the 

Grange Fair in August. The Grange has also been 

on hiatus as a result of COVID-19, and this year 

the county will once again feature its county 

services tent. The BCPC will have a table as we 

normally do, but in keeping with our new 

sustainability initiatives, we will not be handing 

out anything on paper this year. Staff will be 

available during all fair hours to answer citizen 

questions, and QR codes will be provided to 

electronically distribute our information. We will 

be featuring our Bucks2040 comprehensive plan 

work and will be encouraging fair goers to take 

our new Metroquest public survey. Metroquest 

is a new public engagement platform we are 

utilizing and are eager to see the public’s 

reaction. We look forward to seeing you all 

there! 

As always, my door is open, and I may be 

reached via e-mail or phone at 

estone@buckscounty.org or 215.345.3401. 

I look forward to hearing from you and welcome 

your feedback. Enjoy Planning InSight! 

 

GRANTS  INS IGHT  
The National Endowment for the Arts 

offers the Our Town grant. 

Organizations may apply for creative 

place-making projects that contribute 

to the livability of communities 

through strategies that influence arts, 

culture, and design toward achieving 

community goals. Deadline: August 4, 

2022.  

The Keystone Communities Program 

through DCED is designed to 

encourage the creation of partnerships 

between the public and private sectors 

that jointly support local initiatives 

such as the growth and stability of 

neighborhoods and communities; 

social and economic diversity; and a 

strong and secure quality of life. The 

program allows communities to tailor 

the assistance to meet the needs of its 

specific revitalization effort. Deadline: 

July 31, 2022.  

The USDA offers the Water & Waste 

Disposal Loan & Grant Program to 

provide funding for clean and reliable 

drinking water systems, sanitary 

sewage disposal, and storm water 

drainage to households and businesses 

in eligible rural areas. The application 

period is currently open. 

The USDA offers Multifamily Housing 

Loan Guarantees to provide financing 

to increase the supply of affordable 

rentals housing for low– and moderate

– income individuals and families in 

eligible rural areas. The application 

period is currently open.  
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GRANGE  FAIR  

BUCKS  TRIVIA  

Which municipality is Bucks 

County’s largest waterfall located? 

72nd Annual Middletown Grange Fair 

August 17th—21st 

Wednesday 8/17 10am-10pm 

Thursday 8/18 10am-10pm 

Friday 8/19 10am-11pm 

Saturday 8/20 10am-11pm 

Sunday 8/21 10am-5pm 

576 Penns Park Road 

Wrightstown, PA 18940 

middletowngrangefair.org 

mailto:estone@buckscounty.org
http://www.arts.gov/grants/our-town
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/keystone-communities-program-kcp/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/multifamily-housing-programs/multifamily-housing-loan-guarantees
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/multifamily-housing-programs/multifamily-housing-loan-guarantees
https://www.middletowngrangefair.org/
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BUCKS2040 UPDATE   

The Bucks2040, Building Our Future Together, 

comprehensive planning process continues to move forward.  

BCPC staff has been holding meetings with key partners to 

introduce the Bucks2040 plan and discuss concerns and 

ideas participants have for the future of Bucks County. Our 

business survey has reached its conclusion, and results are 

being tabulated (Bucks 2040 resident survey results can be 

found here. 

Based on discussions with key partners, the results of 

resident and business surveys, and the results of our open 

house meetings, staff is now developing the framework of 

the Bucks2040 comprehensive plan. This includes developing 

plan principles, identifying key issues, and outlining a 

potential vision for the plan.  

We continue to follow the “implementable” plan process: 

focusing on the quality-of-life issues that are most important 

to Bucks County residents, reaching consensus on our 

direction forward, and building local and regional capacity to 

effect real change. Bucks2040’s initial document, the 

Bucks2040 Vision Plan, is intended to frame the discussion of 

our shared future, so that we may converse with key 

partners and residents and collectively decide on practical 

and measurable strategies for achieving our 

goals. The Bucks2040 Vision Plan is scheduled 

for adoption by the beginning of 2023.  

The vision plan does not signal the end of our 

process, but the beginning. In collaboration 

with our key partners, residents, subject 

matter experts, and county agencies, we will 

be holding a series of issue-related summits 

to develop agreed-upon policies, 

partnerships, and strategies aimed at 

effectively addressing each of the identified 

issues in the comprehensive plan. Through 

these meetings we hope to understand the 

complex challenges these issues present and 

develop a common direction where we can 

begin to build our future together. 

Census data is a key tool in community planning. We use census 

data as we create policy in comprehensive plans and when 

applying for grants, but one of the best functions of census data 

is using the data as a tool to better understand our communities.  

The U.S. Census Bureau conducts several hundred surveys a 

year. Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census 

with the purpose of determining the number of people in the 

United States. The 2020 Census is the 24th census in U.S. history 

and it is the first census where households were able to respond 

online. The 2020 Census gathered data on race, sex, and 

housing.  

The full release of the 2020 U.S. Census data is highly anticipated 

by both county staff and municipal officials. The 2020 Census 

data is being released in separate data “products”. Each data 

product contains certain demographic and housing data. At this 

time, two data products have been released, being the 2020 

Census Apportionment Results and the Redistricting Data 

Summary File. The Redistricting Data Summary File includes total 

population, race, total housing units, and occupancy status data 

at several geographic levels, including the municipal level. The 

rest of the 2020 Census data products have a planned release  

 

 

 

 

date of May 2023, August 2023, or “to be determined”. 

In the interim, there is another U.S. Census Bureau product to 

use—the American Community Survey (ACS). The ACS is an 

ongoing survey that provides vital information on a yearly basis 

about our residents. The ACS gathers data on population, 

employment, educational attainment, language, tenure, poverty 

status, and much more. The ACS provides 1-year and 5-year 

estimates at several geographic levels.  

The ACS 2020 5-year estimates, along with the available 2020 

U.S. Census data products, are currently available on the U.S. 

Census Bureau’s website, census.gov. You can explore the data 

at data.census.gov. Although only estimates, the ACS provides 

good data to use in tandem with the available census data.  

We will continue to update you on 2020 Census data releases in 

the future.  

2020 C ENSUS  DATA  UPDATE  

https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://etcinstitute.com/directionfinder2-0/pa_bucks_county/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade.2020.html.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/2020-census-main.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/2020-census-main.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/2020-census-main.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires.2020_Census.html#:~:text=the%202020%20Census.-,2020%20Census%20Questionnaire,(April%201%2C%202020)
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires.2020_Census.html#:~:text=the%202020%20Census.-,2020%20Census%20Questionnaire,(April%201%2C%202020)
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/planning-management/release/about-2020-data-products.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/2020-census-data-products-schedule-2023.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/subjects.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/subjects.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
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Planning Commission Board 

 

Tom Tosti, Chairman 

Richard Donovan, Vice Chairman 

Thomas J. Jennings, Esq., Secretary 

James J. Keenan 

James E. Miller, Jr. 

David R. Nyman 

Judith J. Reiss 

Edward J. Tokmajian 

Walter S. Wydro 

 
 

Evan J. Stone, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Bucks County Commissioners 

 Robert J. Harvie Jr., Chair 

Diane M. Ellis-Marseglia, LCSW,  

Vice Chair 

Gene DiGirolamo, Secretary 

buckscounty.gov  

buckscounty.gov/PC 

dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com 

 

Bucks County 

Planning Commission 

1260 Almshouse Road 

Doylestown, PA 18901 

P: 215-345-3400 

Bucks Trivia Answer: 

Ringing Rocks Park in Bridgeton 

Township. Don’t forget to bring your 

hammer! 

 

A NOTE  FROM  OUR  SUMMER  INTERN  

 

I’m so excited to be working for the BCPC this 

summer and hope to learn as much as I can 

from this team of experienced planners! I 

wanted to work for BCPC because I felt it would 

be both a great opportunity to grow 

professionally and because I think that county 

government plays a crucial role in community 

planning. County planners have exposure to 

many sides of the planning field and work on 

important issues related to open space 

preservation, attainable housing, and 

encouraging redevelopment that fosters 

walkability and mixed-uses within town centers.  

The BCPC interfaces with a variety of 

professionals from municipalities, Pennsylvania 

State Agencies, and private companies that 

provide real estate development and 

engineering services. In my short time here, I’ve 

had the opportunity to participate in a meeting 

with the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 

Commission (DVRPC) regarding renewable 

energy infrastructure; observe a community 

visioning workshop; and research local 

ordinances regarding mixed-use development, 

helping the BCPC to identify best practices and 

land use planning policies. It’s been a rewarding 

experience so far! 

I also recognize that the BCPC is crucial in 

shaping community planning efforts within the 

county’s 54 municipalities. Although townships 

and boroughs ultimately decide their own 

policies, the BCPC provides recommendations 

and generates research and mapping resources, 

all which guide local decision-making. The BCPC 

will also help its municipalities to solve unique 

challenges in their communities by preparing 

comprehensive plans and drafting zoning 

regulations. As one example, I have recently 

been researching the various parking 

regulations within Bucks County; using this data, 

the BCPC can offer recommendations for how its 

municipalities can revise their ordinances and 

achieve more efficient land use practices.  I’m 

grateful for the opportunity to work for a public 

agency because I recognize that these types of 

services enable communities to become 

healthier, safer, and more prosperous places to 

live and work.  

There are many urban planning causes that I 

care about: open space, housing affordability, 

renewable energy, equitable transportation and 

development, among others.  As an aspiring 

planner, I hope that my efforts can help 

communities to balance and optimize these 

many public goals. 

We are pleased to share that the Bucks County Planning Commission has taken 

on a new intern for the Summer! Eric Harris is a graduate student pursuing a 

Master of City and Regional Planning (MCRP) degree from Rutgers University in 

New Brunswick, New Jersey. Originally from Montgomery County, Eric 

graduated from Gettysburg College in 2015 with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Environmental Studies. Prior to Rutgers, he worked for consulting companies 

that perform environmental due diligence and remediation services. 

Do you want to be featured in the Bucks2040 

Comprehensive Plan Update? There is still time 

to enter our amateur photo contest! 

As part of the Bucks2040 Building Our Future 

Together county comprehensive plan update, 

the BCPC is sponsoring an amateur Bucks 2040 

Photo Contest. The contest is open to all non-

professional 

photographer 

residents of Bucks 

County. 

Enter to win a $10-50 Wawa gift card or a 

grand prize membership to the Michener Art 

Museum.  Photographs* are to be emailed to 

Bucks2040@buckscounty.gov utilizing the 

entry form found here. 

*All images submitted will become the property of 

the County of Bucks and the Bucks County 

Planning Commission and may be used for 

promotional purposes on social media and 

elsewhere as applicable.  

SHOW  US  YOUR  BEST  BUCKS!  

https://aboutus-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.buckscounty.gov
https://www.buckscounty.gov/347/Planning-Commission
https://dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bcpc/
mailto:planningcommission@buckscounty.org
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://www.buckscounty.gov/347/Planning-Commission
https://www.visitbuckscounty.com/listing/ringing-rocks-park/453/
https://www.dvrpc.org/
https://www.dvrpc.org/
https://dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.buckscounty.gov/418/Bucks-County-Municipal-Comprehensive-Pla
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1120/Enter-the-Photo-Contest
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1120/Enter-the-Photo-Contest
mailto:Bucks2040@buckscounty.org
https://www.buckscounty.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3815/2040-Photo-contest-submission-form
https://www.facebook.com/BucksCountyPlanningCommission/

